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POLICY ON MINIMISING PLASTIC
USE

THE MALDIVES NATIONAL
UNIVERSITY

Policy Number: MNU/UC/2026/17

Version: 1.0

Approved on: 27" October 2026

Effective from: 27 October 2026

Approved by: University Council
Introduction and Purpose

The Maldives National University (MNU) is committed to reducing plastic consumption and
preventing plastic waste across its teaching, research, administration, events, facilities and community
activities.

This Policy formalises MNU’s existing commitment to being free from avoidable single-use plastics
and establishes a University-wide framework for minimising plastic use, promoting reusable
alternatives, improving responsible consumption and reducing the risk of plastic waste entering the
natural and marine environment.

The Policy supports MNU’s sustainability commitments and its contribution to Sustainable
Development Goals 12 — Responsible Consumption and Production, 13 — Climate Action and 14 — Life
Below Water.

Scope

This Policy applies to all faculties, schools, centres, campuses, outreach facilities, departments and
administrative units of MNU, and to students, staff, contractors, service providers, vendors, tenants,
event organisers and other persons or organisations operating on or using University premises.

It applies, where relevant, to University procurement, catering, meetings and events, offices, teaching
and research activities, student activities, facilities, retail and food-service operations, and University-
funded or University-hosted activities.

Policy Objectives

MNU shall seek to:

a) prevent and minimise avoidable plastic consumption and waste;

b) maintain and strengthen the University’s existing single-use-plastic-free practices;
¢) prioritise reusable and durable products over disposable alternatives;

d) reduce unnecessary plastic packaging in University procurement and operations;



e) promote responsible consumption among students, staff and partners;

f) support appropriate segregation, collection and recycling of unavoidable plastic waste where
facilities are available; and

g) contribute to the prevention of plastic and other waste entering the marine environment.

4. Guiding Approach
MNU shall apply the following hierarchy when making decisions about plastic products and packaging:
a) Avoid — avoid unnecessary plastic products and packaging wherever practicable.
b) Reduce — reduce the quantity of plastic used where avoidance is not practicable.
¢) Reuse — prioritise reusable, refillable and durable alternatives.

d) Replace responsibly — where replacement is necessary, consider practical alternatives with lower
overall environmental impact rather than simply substituting one disposable material for another.

e) Recycle and recover — where plastic use cannot reasonably be avoided, support appropriate
segregation and recycling or recovery where suitable systems are available.

5. Single-Use Plastics

MNU shall not routinely procure, distribute or provide avoidable single-use plastic items for University
operations, meetings, events or activities where practical reusable alternatives are available.

Items to be avoided or progressively minimised include, where practicable:
a) single-use plastic water bottles;

b) plastic drinking straws and stirrers;

c) single-use plastic cups, plates, bowls and cutlery;

d) single-use plastic shopping and carrier bags;

e) unnecessary plastic wrapping and packaging;

f) single-use plastic decorations, banners and promotional materials; and

g) other disposable plastic items for which practical reusable alternatives are available.

6. Drinking Water and Refill Practices

MNU shall encourage the use of reusable drinking bottles and refill arrangements across University
premises.

For meetings, events and routine University activities, refillable or reusable water-service arrangements
should be used in preference to individual single-use plastic bottles wherever safe and practicable.

7. Procurement and Purchasing



University procurement and purchasing decisions shall, where practicable and consistent with
applicable procurement requirements, consider the need to minimise plastic use and packaging.

Relevant units should:

a) avoid purchasing unnecessary single-use plastic products;

b) give preference to reusable, refillable or durable alternatives where fit for purpose;
c¢) consider products supplied with reduced or returnable packaging;

d) encourage suppliers to minimise unnecessary plastic packaging; and

e) consider life cycle use and waste implications when selecting alternatives.

Catering, Meetings and Events

University-hosted and University-funded meetings, conferences, ceremonies, workshops and other
events should minimise the use of disposable plastics and other unnecessary disposable items.

Event organisers and catering providers should, where practicable, use reusable serving ware, drinking
containers and utensils, provide refill options, minimise individually packaged items and avoid
unnecessary plastic decorations and promotional materials.

Vendors, Contractors and Service Providers

MNU shall communicate its plastic-minimisation requirements to relevant vendors, caterers,
contractors, tenants and service providers.

New contracts, tenders, venue arrangements and service agreements should, where relevant and
practicable, include requirements consistent with this Policy.

Existing service arrangements should be progressively aligned with the Policy as contracts are renewed
or operational arrangements are reviewed.

10. Teaching, Research, Clinical and Laboratory Activities

Faculties, schools, centres and research units shall seek to minimise plastic consumption in teaching,
research and laboratory activities where this can be done safely and without compromising academic,
scientific, clinical or regulatory requirements.

Reusable or lower-waste alternatives should be considered where they are technically appropriate and
do not compromise health, safety, research integrity, infection prevention or required standards.

11. Exceptions

The restriction or minimisation of single-use plastics shall not prevent their use where necessary for:
a) medical, clinical, laboratory or infection-control purposes;
b) occupational health and safety;

¢) food safety or hygiene requirements;

10



d) accessibility or reasonable accommodation;
e) emergency preparedness or response;
f) research or technical requirements for which a suitable alternative is not available; or

g) other circumstances where an authorised University unit determines that there is no safe, reasonable
or practicable alternative.

Exceptions should not result in unnecessary use. Where an exception applies, the quantity of plastic
used should still be minimised where practicable.

12. Waste Segregation and Responsible Disposal

Where plastic use is unavoidable, MNU shall encourage appropriate segregation and responsible
disposal and, where suitable facilities and service arrangements are available, recycling or recovery.

University units shall not represent plastic as recyclable unless an appropriate collection and recycling
pathway is reasonably available.

13. Awareness, Education and Community Engagement

MNU shall promote awareness of plastic pollution, responsible consumption and waste prevention
among students and staff through appropriate communication, education and engagement activities.

The University may use its teaching, research and community engagement to support wider efforts to
reduce plastic pollution and marine litter in the Maldives.

14. Building on MNU’s Experience

MNU shall build on relevant institutional experience and partnerships in plastic and marine-litter
reduction, including lessons from initiatives such as the Prevention of Marine Litter in the Lakshadweep
Sea (PROMISE) project, which promoted sustainable consumption and production approaches to
preventing land-based waste from entering the marine environment.

Experience from such projects may inform University operations, research, teaching, community
engagement and partnerships, without limiting this Policy to the duration or scope of any individual
project.

15. Responsibilities
a) University management shall provide overall support for implementation of this Policy.

b) Procurement and relevant purchasing units shall incorporate plastic-minimisation considerations
into purchasing and supplier arrangements where applicable.

c) Facilities and relevant administrative units shall support refill, waste-segregation and operational
arrangements where feasible.

d) Faculties, Schools, Centres, Campuses and administrative units shall minimise plastic use within
their activities and operations.



e) Event organisers shall ensure that University-hosted events are planned consistently with this
Policy.

f) Students and staff are encouraged to use reusable alternatives and support MNU’s plastic-
minimisation practices.

g) Relevant sustainability, marketing and engagement functions may support awareness, monitoring
and reporting.

16. Monitoring and Reporting

17.

MNU shall periodically review implementation of this Policy and may monitor relevant indicators such
as procurement practices, use of selected single-use plastic items, refill arrangements, supplier
practices, waste-management arrangements and sustainability initiatives.

Progress and relevant initiatives may be reported through MNU’s sustainability reporting, annual
reports, institutional publications or website.

Relationship with National Requirements

This Policy shall be implemented in accordance with applicable national laws, regulations and
Government policies relating to waste management, environmental protection, public health,
procurement and restrictions on single-use plastics.

Where a national requirement establishes a stricter standard or prohibition, the applicable national
requirement shall prevail.

18. Review

This Policy shall be reviewed periodically, taking into account changes in national requirements,
University operations, availability of practical alternatives, waste-management systems, sustainability
commitments and developments in good practice.

19. Related policies

e Act No. 24/2022 (Waste Management Act)

e Presidential Decree No. 5/2023 (Presidential Decree establishing the list of single-use plastics
harmful to the environment)

e ActNo. 31/79 (Export-Import Act of the Maldives)
e Regulation No. R-51/2026 (Regulation on the Reduction of Single-Use Plastics)



