
Instruction to write Statement of Intent for PHD application 
 
A statement of intent or first proposal of the research should be submitted with the Doctor 
of Philosophy (PhD) application. The purpose of this paper is to assist in the preparation of 
the initial PhD proposal submitted with the application. The final proposal of the applicants 
is usually prepared in the first semester of study under the supervision of the PhD 
supervisor. Therefore, the statement of intent or first proposal submitted with the 
application form is a short proposal. 
 
Purpose 
The first proposal of the Statement of Intent or Proposal serves two purposes. Firstly, this 
proposal will determine the applicant's readiness for the research work to be done by the 
Higher Degree Committee (HDC). Secondly, based on the statement of intent or proposal 
for the PhD, HDC should have the opportunity to recruit appropriate supervisors. When 
students submit statements of intent a decision will be taken by the Higher Degrees 
Committee. 
 
Length 
The length of the statement of intent or initial proposal should be between 500 words and 
2000 words. You can give “double space” in an A4 paper. Approximately 6 to 10 pages will 
suffice. Some research proposals are long in terms of the project, while others may be short 
and clear. Length is difficult to determine. However, the number of words should be 
maintained. For a fully developed statement of intent or research proposal submitted with 
the application, detailed research proposal should be prepared during the first year of study. 
Therefore, it is not possible to write a detailed proposal when submitting the application 
because the research proposal is developing. 
 
Structure 
“Statement of Intent” or “Initial PhD Research Proposal”, may be slightly different from one 
another. Therefore, the following are not the only factors that can be included in writing the 
first proposal of the PhD study. However, the statement of intent or initial proposal of the 
study submitted with the application should include the following:  
 
Title 
The title of the research will provide a clear overview of the proposed research project or 
research. Try to include as many key terms as possible. Do not include any literary terms. 
The title should be descriptive and focused on the study. 
 
 
 



Introduction 
Every study should be aimed at solving a problem. The background of the problem should 
be described in a way that identifies the problem. Include scenarios so that the reader will 
understand the circumstances of what the student plans to do in this section. Convince the 
reader that your research only answered the research questions you stated. The solution to 
the problem will further expand understanding in the field and pave the way for further 
research projects. In this section, try to explain the importance and benefits of the study to 
the reader. In addition, the research questions and purpose should be stated.  
Limitations should be stated in this section. Most research is done to test a hypothesis or 
answer questions.  
 
 
Literature review  
The scientific review requires a brief review or at least a review of the topic to be studied. The 
purpose of the scientific review is to relate the student's knowledge of the topic to the topic, 
illustrating the key issues and describing perspectives relevant to the area to be studied. As 
a result of this review, familiarity with the topic will increase and you will help to identify the 
“gap” in the field. More importantly, you must be able to prove that this study is new and 
useful and the knowledge on the topic informs HDC that it is an extensive study. In the 
scientific review, critically analyze the published work and the key findings should be 
included. 
 
Methodology 
This section describes how the study will be carried out. This section describes the 
"philosophy" of research, and it should include a short description of the design, sample and 
instruments to be used in the study. Also, how to collect information, how to analyze it, how 
to maintain the ethical standards of the research, and the method of ensuring validity and 
reliability should be briefly described. In addition, you should explain why you chose a 
particular method of data collection. If a particular device is used, it should also explain how 
to pilot it.  
 
Defined Period (Timeline) 
Specify time frame and dates for various aspects of the study (3/4 years or for 6/8 years). 
This will help to determine how the tasks will be carried out to complete your study.  
 
 
References 
The proposal must be written with reference. The list of references should be written in 
accordance with the APA reference guidelines.  


