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MOU Number:

s

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY

AND

THE MALDIVES NATIONAL UNIVERSITY
THE POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH CENTRE




24™ June 2015
This Memorandum of Understanding (hereafter referred to as the “MoU”) is made on
Wednesday, 24" June 2015 by and between the Ministry of Environment and Energy
(hereinafter referred to as “MEE”) and the Maldives National University (hereinafter referred to
as “MNU”). MEE and MNU shall be collectively referred to as the “Parties” and each individual
shall be referred to as a “Party”. The Parties have agreed to terms as follows

1. BACKGROUND

Rapid urbanization and increasing economic development has led to degradation of air
quality in many urban centres. Similarly, urban air pollution is a growing concern in the
capital, Malé which is a small island with an area of 1.952 square kilometers and has a
population density of approximately 53000 per square kilometer. Urban air pollution
observed in Malé is mainly due to emission from land and sea transport, power
generation and construction related activities. In addition, open burning of waste at the
landfill island of Thilafushi contributes to the deteriorating air quality of Malé and nearby
regions.

Though the relation of air quality to human health and well-being have been recognized
as an important issue there has been little work done in the area of air pollution
management in the Maldives. The Evironment Protection Agency (EPA) under MEE is
mandated for monitoring and regulating ambient air quality in the country. An important
work of the EPA is to develop and implement a national standards of ambient air quality
in the Maldives. Systematic monitoring of air quality would be a first step towards
development of such standards. The MNU is currently implementing, under an MNU
Research Grant, an urban air quality monitoring project of the Male’ region. The
Maldives Climate Obnservatoy — Hanimaadhoo and Maldives Meteorological Services
are technical partners of the project.

2. PURPOSE

The purpose of this MOU is to build a partnership between MEE and MNU to conduct
research relating to urban air quality of the Male’ region. MEE is supporting a project
initiated by MNU to measure air quality in Male’ through part-funding.

The objective of this MOU will be achieved through:

»  Establishment of air quality monitoring stations in Male’ and Thilafushi

»  Continuous monitoring of physical and chemical properties of aerosols and
meteorological parameters

»  Provision of research outputs for air pollution management in the Maldives
Conducting training programmes to improve technical capcity

»  Dissemination of research outputs to academia, policy makers and the community
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3. IMPLEMENTATION

The project will be overall implemented and managed by MNU. MNU will execute the
tasks under the project, with support from the project partners, the Maldives Climate
Observatory- Hanimaadhoo, the Maldives Meteorological Services, Environmental
Protection Agency and MEE. MEE will actively coordinate with the MNU in timely
implementation of tasks under this project.

4, DURATION OF THE AGREEMENT

This agreement shall commence on the 24" June, 2015, and shall be for a duration of two
years from the date of signing.

S. RESPONSIBILITIES OF MNU

All the activities under this project will be undertaken by MNU in consultation with the
project partners. In the context of the larger project MNU is undertaking to measure air
quality in Male’, MNU undertakes to do the following to the extent financially feasibile
within the amounts made available for the project by MEE, for the duration of the
agreement.

a) Share project plans and oversee all project activities on a day-to-day basis to
ensure the project progresses within the given timeline and budget.
b) Prepare and submit project progress reports to all necessary parties.

c) Establish a lab at the Faculty of Science for analysis of physical and chemical
parameters.

d) Procure necessary equipment for air quality monitoring

e) Install air samplers and weather stations at selected sites.

f) Collect and analyse air quality parameters

9) Produce research outputs such as academic papers and technical reports.

h) Share research findings with the respective partners to assist in evidence based
policy decision making and regulation of air quality in the Male’ region

) Communicate research findings with academia, through conferences and seminars

J) Provie technical advice to MEE and the EPA on air quality of the Male’ region

K) Conduct training programs on air quality monitoring
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6. RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEE

As a project partner MEE would support the project as follows.

a)
b)
c)

d)
€)

Provide financial assistance of maximum upto USD 20,000, to support project
activities. The payment schedule is provided in Annex 1.

Provide advice to MNU in the development and implementation of project
activities

Facilitate obtaining of any required approvals, from the government or related
institutions, to implement project activities.

Assist in seeking opportunites for training of research team

Assist in seeking further technical and financial support to expand the monitoring
programme

7. TERMINATION

Either party may terminate this agreement at any time giving the other party thirty day’s
written notice in advance of the date of termination. Notwithstanding any provision of
this agreement that expressly remains binding upon either party after the expiration of the
agreement, all obligations relating to this agreement will cease upon termination. Any
MEE funds undisbursed will remain the property of MEE upon termination.

8. SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

Any dispute arising out of the MOU, which cannot be amicably settled between the
parties, shall be referred to a court of law in the Maldives.

9. GENERAL PROVISIONS

>

Any amendments to this MOU shall be made only after the agreement between the
Parties in writing and through writing and through the nominees of the signatories to
this MOU.

The MOU shall be governed by the laws of Republic of Maldives, and the language
of the MOU shall be English.

Wherever consent is required for the implementation of the project by either Party,
the Party from whom consent is required shall not withhold consent unreasonably. In
such cases where either party fails to consent, the respective party shall communicate
the reason in writing.

In witness thereof, MEE and MNU, have both signed the present MoU, on the date appearing
under their respective signatures
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SIGNED for and on behalf of SIGNED for and on behalf of The Maldives
Ministry Environment and Energy National ~ University, The Postgraduate
Research Centre

Mr. Abdullahi Majeed Dr. Mohamed Shareef
Minister of State for Environment and Energy ~ Deputy Vice Chancellor
Date: 24" June 2015 Date: 24" June 2015
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Admission guideline for International Exchange Students

1. Background

International students from overseas institutions (the “‘Home institution’), with whom
MNU (the Host university) has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) or
other such mutually beneficial agreement, may visit the university as International
Exchange Students (IES). IES can study individual subjects from a course as per the
guideline below. The program title for all IES will be set as “International Exchange
Students Program (IES Program)” on Powercampus, for administrative purposes. An
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IES may choose subjects from undergraduate or postgraduate course appropriate to the
course they are enrolled in at their Home institution without having to enroll in a
particular programs or needing to meet the pre-requisite requirement for a subject.
However, the respective course coordinators from both the home and host institutions
must approve the academic plan of the IES before an Acceptance Letter can be issued.

2. Objectives:

This guideline is designed to facilitate formal admission process for IES from overseas
institutions to study subjects from different academic programme offered at MNU.

3. Application Requirements

All IES will be required to apply using the ‘International Exchange Students Application for
Admission’ form. An Acceptance Letter may be issued to the IES by the Student
Administrative Services (SAS) in accordance to this guideline.

3.1 MNU will only accept IES from applicants who are enrolled in an overseas
institution with whom MNU has signed a bilateral or multilateral agreement. Such
agreements must clearly stipulate the conditions under which MNU will be
hosting exchange students.

3.2 At the time of application to study at MNU under IES program, the student must
be enrolled in the Home institution.

3.3 The subjects to be studied at MNU must be approved by the relevant
faculty/center of MNU and the Host institution, using the form ‘IES Learning
Agreement/Subject Approval Form’. This approval will be obtained through the
relevant IES Coordinator (nominated in the MoU/agreement) before applying for

admission.
3.4 A formal application with the relevant documents must be received by MNU SAS
before the deadline set by MNU.

4. Admission Process

a) IES applications will be processed by SAS as per this guideline. If the applicant
meets the requirements for admission to MNU as an IES, a “Letter of Acceptance”
for IES Program will be sent to the prospective IES via email within 14 days of
receiving the application by SAS. A copy of the acceptance letter will be sent to the
relevant MNU coordinators (IES Coordinator and the Faculty/Center Coordinator)
and the Coordinator from the Home institution.

b) The Acceptance Letter for IES Program will include a list of the approved subjects
the student can study at MNU including credit points and duration of the subjects.
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http://www.unbc.ca/sites/default/files/assets/international_services/exchanges/inbound/deadlines_for_exchange_applications.pdf

5. Progression

a) IES must complete registration for subjects to be studied at MNU using the normal
Registration Form, before the deadline set by the university.

b) Should there be a need to make variations to the registration (i.e. changes to the
approved subjects as per the original academic plan) for any reason (e.g. due to
time table clashes), it is the responsibility of the student to obtain approval for such
variation to academic plan, from the Home institution and MNU within the
registration period.

c) Once registered for a subject, IES are treated the same way as others who are
studying the subjects.

6. Tuition fee and policies applicable to IES

a) All of the student academic rules and policies of MNU apply to IES, unless
exception is given under the relevant agreement between MNU and the Home
institution.

b) Unless it is otherwise stated in the agreement between MNU and the Home
institution, the normal international student fees apply to IES.

c¢) Related policies and forms available at http://mnu.edu.mv/index.php/current-
students

7. Academic Record

a) MNU may provide information relating to IES academic progress to the Home
institution as per the agreement.

b) MNU will issue an official transcript of academic records to IES after successful
completion of the subjects.

Approved by: Academic Senate

Date approved: 8 March 2015;
Revised 28 June 2015 DVC-AA (01-02-2015)
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“Postgraduate Diploma in Business Administration”

“Postgraduate Certificate in Business Administration”
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