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University Research Grants Committee

2 3 3¢ cuxos ¢

et znf searp

THE MALDIVES NATIONAL
UNIVERSITY

Objectives

To promote and encourage Facuty/Centre reseach and external funding of that
research by distributing funds for the support of scholarly research projects.

Terms of Reference

1. To determine the principle purpose of the funds, including the setting of
priorities if applicable

2. To ensure that the application process is clear and appropriate

3. To set the criteria for the selection

4. To ensure that funds are allocated in a fair and transparent manner

5. To decide upon the recipients of funding

6. To review the progress of projects funded via awards under its control

7. To consider the use and allocation of any additional sources of funding,
internal or external, that should become available on an ad hoc basis

Membership
1. Deputy Vice Chancellor responsible for research
2. Deputy Vice Chancellor responsible for finance
3. A person with university research experience appointed by the Council
4. Two members with research experience appointed by the Academic Senate

The chair will be elected by the committee for a duration of one year. The duration of
membership shall be three years. Three members of the committee shall form a valid
quorum.

Eligibility for Funds

A ftull-time staff of MNU regardless of rank may apply to the Committee for financial
assistance in conducting research projects. Full-time research students (either,

L2 L,02 2 oce - > Zzor s 7
1 ssa S isass ‘ ees groxssn S o 14
I < 7 ”




masters or doctorate by research) may also apply for grants.

The contestable funds are limited and once a certain category of available funds are
exhausted, no further funds will be available even if there are strong applications.
In distributing grant funds, priority will be given to those who have not received
funds earlier.

For masters by thesis students, the grants are limited to MVR10,000. For doctorate
students, the grant is limited to a maximum of MVR10,000 per year or a maximum of
MVR30,000 for the full duration of the course. For students, the primary purpose of
the grant is completion of the thesis in due time. Therefore, research related expenses
will get priority over conference funding. Supervisor approval is required for
student research grants.

Deadlines

The deadlines for funding applications are 15t March and 1st August.

Levels of Funding

(@) Small Grants

Small grants are up to MVR 10,000.
(b) Mid-Range Grants

Mid-Range Grants are upto 100,000
(c) High-Range Grants

High Range Grants are upto 1,000,000.

Forms and Guidelines

Applications for funding must be submitted in the appropriate form and must follow
the guidelines therein.

Review of Proposals

The committee’s secretary will check the proposal against established criteria, and
allow the applicant to correct any deficiencies. The proposal will then be sent to two
members of the URC and to outside reviewers. Reviewers cannot be directly
involved with the project. Reviewers submit their confidential evaluations to the
Deputy Vice-Chancellor responsible for research. The reviews are then provided to
the committee members who will present the proposal to the whole committee at the
next meeting.

Criteria for evaluation and acceptance include:
1. The significance of a project in its particular field.

2. The soundness of the proposed plan and budget.
3. The competence of the applicant.
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4. The significance of the proposed work to the career development and
intellectual growth of the applicant.

5. In funding cycles in which the committee receives more applications than it
can fund, the committee will take under consideration the number and
frequency of the applicant’s previous URC grants.

The proposal is evaluated primarily on its own merits, and only secondarily on the
past achievements of the applicant. A strong academic reputation will not substitute
for a complete and well-written proposal. The committee may defer acting on the
proposal and request additional information.

Intellectual Property

Intellectual property arising from the research will be considered within the
University Intellectual Property Policy.

Acknowledgement of Grant

Any published work supported in whole or in part by a URC

grant should acknowledge such support. If a paper or article on the study is
published, such acknowledgement may be the inclusion of the following statement
in the text:

“This study was supported in part by a Research Grant from the Maldives
National University.”

Final Report

Awardees are required to submit a final project report to URC within 1 month
of the completion of the project. This report must

include a brief summary of research results and/or

manuscripts published, submitted or in preparation. If a product or device is the
result, photos or samples may be

provided. Failure to comply with this requirement may render the investigator
ineligible for future funding from the URC.

References

http:/ /research.utah.edu/awards/urc/frcg/
https:/ /www.york.ac.uk/staff/ research/ governance/committees/ priming-fund / #tab-1
Downloaded 15 May 2014

Date of Approval: 21st May 2014
Effective date: 21st May 2014
Revised date: 4th February 2015
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THE MALDIVES NATIONAL
UNIVERSITY

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is entered between Economic Desk
(hereinafter referred to as Economic Desk) a registered association (Registration
number: T/2014/72/41) operating under the laws of the Maldives and The
Maldives National University (hereinafter referred to as MNU) governed by the Act
of Parliament (The Maldives National University Act, Law 3/2011), Villa College
(hereinafter referred to as Villa College), Maldives Broadcasting Corporation
(hereinafter referred to as MBC) and Haveeru (hereinafter referred to as Haveeru) to
attain the objectives and to be implemented according to format as specified below.

1. Objectives.

To increase the general awareness of economic related issues within the broader
public by managing a Public Lecture Series on current and relevant local
economic issues within a partnership among Economic Desk, MNU, Villa
College, MBC and Haveeru.

2. Form and Format

The series of Public Lectures will be a monthly event hosted alternatively at the
Lecture Halls of MNU Business School of the Maldives National University and
the Main Lecture Theatre of Villa College. Other institutes of higher learning
have been invited and have confirmed their participation.

Each Public Lecture will consist of a presentation that highlights the specific and
important elements of the selected topic followed by a moderated panel
discussion on the topic.

In order to attract attention and participation, the organizers will invite panelists
selected on the basis of their academic knowledge and experience to participate
in and contribute to the panel discussion.

The attempt will be to slowly invite, attract and integrate the faculty, students
and interested academics and professional firmly into the process slowly.
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3.

4.

5.

The moderated panel discussion will be consist of a minimum of 3 (three)
experts who will, include one from the selected institute of higher learning and
will encourage participation from relevant persons in the audience such that the
depth of information disseminated is considerably enhanced.

Apart from the students and faculty of the two academic institutions, special
effort will be made to invite professionals and interested parties with relevant
experience and academic background into the process.

The Target Audience

The work of the Economic Desk has been, from the beginning, to raise the
awareness of economic related issues within the general public by explaining
how economic issues impact the general life of the public. In this respect the
main target of the Public Lecture Series too, is to raise the awareness of the
general public in economic related issues.

However, the context and the format for the Public Lecture series is designed
with the objective of engaging the intellectually driven educated youth and the
students of the major academic institutions of the country.

Media Coverage and Publication

The Series and the individual upcoming lectures will be well advertised in
advance and the Lecture will be either live broadcasted or post transmitted with
due notice of dates and timing. Additionally the session will be uploaded on the
website of Economic Desk (www.economicdesk.mv) and a paper on the topic,
giving due consideration on the issues and aspects discussed will be published
on the website and relevant journals.

Duties of the Separate Parties

While the five parties to the MOU agree to work together to achieve the purposes as
defined in the MOU the following tasks are specifically identified.

(a) Economic Desk

Economic Desk is responsible for overall coordination and management of the
Public Lecture Series and the Individual Lectures including the media
coverage, up loading to the website and the publication of the relevant paper.

More specifically Economic Desk is responsible for

e Opverall coordination of the Public Lecture Series

e Deciding on the topic for the month

e Drafting and coordinating agreement on the script that would be used as the
basis of the video presentation

e In consultation with MNU and Villa College, deciding and disseminating
information on the date, venue and time for the lecture



http://www.economicdesk.mv/

¢ In consultation and close collaboration with the host of the particular lecture,
(either MNU or Villa College) ensure that the venue is prepared and
information is disseminated.

e Organize the Panel for the Discussion to take place at the end of the
presentations.

e Leading the search for sponsors to cover the expenses relating to the Lectures.

(b) MNU

MNU will be responsible to organize and manage the following

e Assist and promote the lectures to the students and encourage students and
faculty to attend and participate in the discussion

e To offer its auditorium facilities for the lecture as assigned in rotation

e To work with Economic Desk and other partners to fully integrate the
students and faculty into the process and finally to participate by way of
presenting selected topics of interest.

e Tonominate a duly authorized officer of MNU who will coordinate and
manage the duties as assigned in this MOU

¢ Notwithstanding any article or obligation specified or implied in this MOU,
the topic of lectures, seminars or other events held within MNU premises will
be decided by MNU in consultation with Economic Desk.

(c) Villa College
Villa College will be responsible to organize and manage the following

e Assist and promote the lectures to the students and encourage students and
faculty to attend and participate in the discussion

e To offer its auditorium facilities for the lecture as assigned in rotation

e To work with Economic Desk and other partners to fully integrate the
students and faculty into the process and finally to participate by way of
presenting selected topics of interest.

e Tonominate a duly authorized officer of Villa College who will coordinate
and manage the duties as assigned in this MOU

(d) MBC

MBC will be responsible to organize and manage the following

e Live broadcast the Lecture Series

e To advertise the Lecture Series and the upcoming Lecture through media
managed by MBC

e To offer publicity of upcoming and concluded Lectures during their news
events

e Tonominate a duly authorized officer of MBC who will coordinate and
manage the duties as assigned in this MOU
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(e) Haveeru

Haveeru will be responsible to organize and manage the following

e To advertise the Lecture Series and the upcoming event through media
managed by Haveeru

e To use its on-line media to live broadcast the lecture

e To offer coverage of the Lecture pre and post the event

¢ Tonominate a duly authorized officer of Haveeru who will coordinate and
manage the duties as assigned in this MOU

6. Exclusivity and Rights

1- Inreturn for delivering duties as assigned above, the following rights will be
offered to MBC.
o Exclusive broadcasting rights
o Exclusive first re-broadcasting rights
o Right to upload content to Youtube
2- Inreturn for delivering duties as assigned above, the following will be offered
to Haveeru
o Exclusive on-line rights
o Right to upload content

7. Expenses

The parties to this MOU will collectively and individually attempt to raise
sponsorship to cover the expenses incurred in the process. In the event that
sponsorship is not received parties to the MOU will cover individual expenses borne
by the party.

8. Duration

The Duration of this MOU is completion of 12 Lectures or 1 year which-ever comes
first. The several parties, to this MOU, will, at the end of the MOU period consider if
the cooperation between the parties need to be extended beyond the specified period.

9. Spirit of Cooperation

Parties to this MOU agree and will adhere to the spirit of cooperation such that
Public Lecture Series will increase and enhance the awareness of the Public and
specifically that of the Education Youth in Economic Issues. The parties to this MOU
will also attempt to ensure that process does not create or increase misunderstanding
and animosity within and between specific groups and individuals of the general
public.
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THE MALDIVES NATIONAL
UNIVERSITY

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN
THE MALDIVES NATIONAL UNIVERSITY
AND
THE INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR ELECTORAL SYSTEMS
FOR
UNIVERSITY SEMINAR PROGRAM

This Memorandum of Understanding (hereinafter referred to as the “MOU”) is
made on [DATE] by and between the Maldives National University (hereinafter
referred to as “MNU”) and the International Foundation for Electoral Systems
(hereinafter referred to as “IFES”).

The MNU and the IFES shall be collectively referred to herein as the “Participants”
and each individual shall be referred to as a “Participant”.

ARTICLE 1: PURPOSE

The purpose of this MOU is to facilitate and strengthen the collaboration between
the MNU and the IFES in developing and conducting a series of six seminars
throughout the academic year of 2015, broadly focusing on political and electoral
systems, women’s political participation and youth empowerment that would
complement the current Political Science program at MNU.
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ARTICLE 2: EFFECTIVE PERIOD

This MOU is at-will and may be modified by mutual consent of authorized officials
from the IFES and the MNU. The terms and conditions of this MOU will be in effect
as of the date of execution by both Participants and will remain in effect till October

31, 2015, unless sooner modified or terminated in accordance with the provisions of
this MOU.

ARTICLE 3: DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY

Under a grant from the United States Agency for International Development
(USAID), IFES is implementing the “Maldives Women and Youth” (MWAY)
program to: a) provide civic education for young people; b) promote women’s
political participation; and c) promote the integrity of electoral and political
processes through electoral reform.

As part of the MWAY program, IFES will collaborate with the MNU to develop and
conduct a series of six seminars (hereinafter referred to as the “Activity”) to
complement existing Political Science program which was launched in early 2014.
The Activity will broadly focus on political and electoral systems, women’s political
participation and youth empowerment. The Activity will be conducted during the
tirst half of each semester.

In conducting the Activity, IFES will engage international and national experts who
are supporting other MWAY program activities to deliver guest lectures on topics
agreed between IFES and MNU. IFES will work closely with the experts to ensure
that the Activity include an interactive component.

ARTICLE 4: ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PARICIPANTS

To implement the Activity described above, and to otherwise ensure the success of
the Activity, the Participants will do the following;:

A. While consideration will be given to the broader topics mentioned above, the
specific topics for the Activity will be agreed upon by the MNU and the IFES.

B. IFES will develop materials (if any) and conduct six seminars.

C. MNU will provide a suitable venue including audio visual equipment (if
needed) to conduct the Activity.

D. IFES will provide content for MNU to market the Activity.

E. Any other logistical matters will be undertaken in collaboration between both
the MNU and the IFES.
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ARTICLE 5: GENERAL PROVISIONS

A. Consent: Wherever consent is required for the implementation of the Activity

by either Participant, the Participant from whom consent is required shall not
withhold consent unreasonably.

. Disagreements: The Participants agree that in the event of dispute, the

Participants shall use their best efforts to resolve the dispute in an informal
fashion and through consultation and negotiations or other forms of mutually
non-binding means of alternative dispute resolution.

. Amendment or Modification: This MOU may be amended or modified only

by a formal written amendment signed by authorized representatives of all
Participants.

. Termination: The authorized representative of any Participant may terminate

this MOU, in whole or in part, by giving the other Participants thirty (30) days
written notice. In the event of partial termination, such notice shall specify the
affected activities.

. Notices: All notices required in connection with this MOU, and all other

correspondence and communications pertaining to this MOU, shall be
addressed to the Participants as follow:

For MNU: For IFES:

[Designation] Chief of Party

Maldives National University International Foundation for Electoral
Systems

Tel: (960) 334 5101 Maldives

Tel: (960) 300 002

. Authorized Representatives: For all purposes relevant to this MOU, the MNU

shall be represented by the individual holding, or acting in, [Designation] and
the IFES shall be represented by the individual holding, or acting in, the office
of the Chief of Party for IFES Maldives, each of whom, by written notice, may
designate additional representatives for all purposes other than signing
formal amendments to this MOU.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Participants have caused this Memorandum of
Understanding to be executed and delivered by their duly authorized
representatives.

MALDIVES NATIONAL UNIVERSITY INTERNATIONAL
FOUNDATION FOR
ELECTORAL SYSTEMS

By:  [SIGNATURE] By: [SIGNATURE]

[DESIGNATION] Chief of Party

Maldives National University IFES Maldives
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